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descriptions of traditional therapeutic devices which clutter most other text-
books of medicine are wisely omitted in favor of concise directions in the
light of modern therapeusis. Where indicated, thoroughness is not sacrificed
to brevity-as for example, in the section on treatment of diphtheria the tech-
nic of tracheal intubation is described in detail.
This reviewer suspects that, with the growth of specialized knowledge in
the various biological sciences contributing to clinical medicine, the day of
"classical" Text-books of Medicine has passed, but that there will continue to
be room for treatises which select and summarize current knowledge important
but frequently unavailable to the practitioner of medicine. Dr. Meakins and
his collaborators have performed this arduous task with wisdom and skill.
C. L. ROBBINS.
AUTOPSY DIAGNOSIS AND TECHNIQUE. A Manual for Medical
Students, Practitioners, Pathologists, and Coroner's Physicians. By
Otto Saphir, with Foreword by Ludvig Hektoen. Paul B. Hoeber,
Inc., New York, 1937, xx + 342 pp. $5.
There are not many English sources to which one can turn for informa-
tion on the technic of post-mortem examinations. This is not as serious a
handicap, however, as at first it would appear to be, for by tradition the
technic of pathology has always been acquired under direct tutelage at centers
where post-mortem examinations are plentiful. It is questionable whether
facility in dissection or even the recognition and interpretation of morbid con-
ditions can be gleaned from the pages of any book.
Nevertheless, Saphir's manual has a certain value. Its enumeration of the
more commonly encountered lesions in every organ of the body can but stimu-
late the pathologist to greater care in dissection and may even suggest pos-
sibilities in diagnosis. The frequently interspersed tables of the differenti'al
diagnostic features of many lesions would be of help in this direction. There
are some pathologists, however, who would not entirely approve the modified
Rokitansky technic which the atuthor follows. H. M. ZIMMERMAN.
LEAGUE OF NATIONS QUARTERLY BULLETIN OF HEALTH
ORGANISATION. Biological Standardisation. Special number, No-
vember, 1936. Geneva.
1. A report on the new international insulin standard, including proto-
cols of experiments made in different laboratories in comparing the new
standard preparation with the old. 2. A proposed international standard for
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world. 3. A recommendation for the use of a certain diphtheria antitoxin
as an international standard for the flocculation test. 4. An outline of pre-
liminary investigations designed to eliminate discrepancies in the results of
tetanus antitoxin titrations. 5. Preliminary reports on a proposed inter-
national standard antipoliomyelitis convalescent serum. 6. A description of a
simple method for the desiccation and preservation of serum and other pro-
teins. Reports from Institutes at which standards are maintained.
The above summary is indicative of the invaluable work which the League
of Nations Health Organization, through its Permanent Commission on
Biological Standardization, is doing. The bulletin itself, as well as earlier
publications, may well serve as a reference book for those interested in the
various fields. PHILIP B. COWLES.
INTERRACIAL MARRIAGE IN HAWAII. A STUDY OF THE MUTU-
ALLY CONDITIONED PROCESS OF ACCULTURATION AND AMALGAMA-
TION. By Romanzo Adams. The Macmillan Company, New
York, 1937. Pp. xx + 353. $4.
What happens to racial characters and mores when representatives of
stocks, visibly divergent, intermarry? Rarely is there available to the physi-
cal anthropologist and the student of society a laboratory set-up so nearly
ideal as that afforded by the geographical situation and the population of the
Hawaiian Islands. Provided with historical data of the migration of racial
groups from Europe, Asia, Malay, etc., with vital statistics which include
definite records of racial origin, and with a knowledge of social customs born
of wide experience and zealous inquiry, the Professor Emeritus of Sociology
at the University of Hawaii has written a book which gives a partial answer
to the question. It is a report of one of several studies being conducted by
the University of Hawaii to analyze "the character of the peoples of Hawaii
and . . . their social relations." In a series of interesting chapters the
author discusses the present racial composition of the population, the sources
contributing to it, the effects of interracial marriage from the social point
of view, the success of the native Hawaiians as an amalgamating race, the
contributions to the new culture from the immigrant cultures and their dis-
organizing effect upon the native culture and personality, race relations, and
communal morale. The final conclusion drawn may be correct but has
the perorational ring of a pious hope: "If it is granted that local sentiment
will continue to be the most important factor in the situation, one may look
forward to the amalgamation of all races of Hawaii and to their complete
assimilation. There will be common interests, common memories and com-
mon loyalties. The people of Hawaii will become one people."
RALPH G. MEADER.